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Library exhibit highlights Haiti

BY LINDA JOHNSTON
LINDA.JOHNSTON.04@CNU.EDU

On Thursday, Feb. 25, the
Office of Student Activi-
ties concluded their Black
History Month with a cel-
ebration for CNU’s own Jesse
Hutcheson in the Trible
Library Rotunda. At the
event, students were able to
view 8 of Hutcheson’s photo-
graphs that were taken from
a recent trip to Haiti, pre-
senting a “vivid display of
humanity” according to the
Office of Student Affairs.

Hutcheson’s photographs
show a theme and give
insight to the desolate pov-
erty in Haiti. While CNU
students perused his photo-
graphs, they were also given
a chance to have a conversa-
tion with Hutcheson about
his experiences with the
people of Haiti.

Hutcheson fielded ques-
tions on the tensions between

the Americans and Haitians
as well as comment on the
help he’s received from the
community.

Cassandra Portis, gradu-
ate assistant with the Office
of Student Activity explained
how it is “important to
personalize such issues in
Haiti, since some students
can be detached. This brings
the tragedy in Haiti and
Hutcheson’s crucial message
a bit closer to CNU and it
students.”

She goes on to say, “It defi-
nitely creates an outlet for
students to be able to talk
about tragic events.”

It seems that many people
have positive opinions
on having a CNU student
become so directly involved
with the relief efforts in
Haiti.

Freshman Sean Dorsey
stated, “I’'m really proud of
him. I think he’s done a lot of
good. I have a great sense of

pride for him.”

Dr. Michelle A. Erhardt,
director of Fine Arts and
History, agreed.

“I’'m incredibly proud of
Jesse. He’s a model student
showing all this initiative
and interest to go abroad. I
believe he’s an inspiration.
And it’s all him-he initiated
this whole interest in dis-
playing poverty through his
photographs,” said Erhardt.

The event concluded with
Hutcheson speaking to stu-
dents candidly one-on-one
about his work. Hutcheson
has just recently, within this
past week, made a trip to
India where he is continuing
his documentary work on
world poverty. m

For more information on
Hutcheson and his documen-
tary work, check out http://
www.jhutchphotography.com.
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University photographer and student Jesse Hutcheson spoke with students about his work.

CNU Alumna elected Commissioner of Revenue
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PriscillaS. Bele graduated from Christopher Newport College.

BY TRAM PHAM
TRAM.PHAM.07@CNU.EDU

Priscilla S. Bele represents
one of the many successful
role models among the Chris-
topher Newport University
alumni. She demonstrates
that the characteristics of
hard work and determination
can lead to success. And CNU
was where she began her path
of education.

Christopher Newport Uni-
versity was still known as a
Christopher Newport College
(CNC) when Priscilla gradu-
ated, almost 30 years ago.

While attending CNU, Bele
majored in music, playing
the French horn. It was the
elective courses taught by
professor Tom White that that
exposed Bele to accounting.
During this period of time,
accounting major was not
offered.

Priscilla continued her edu-
cation by majoring in Bach-
elor of Science and Business
Administration, minor in

accounting. During her educa-
tion at CNU, she maintained
her financial responsibility
through scholarships and
working. Bele did not experi-
ence the college life because
she was a commuter, lived at
home, and got married while
she was in college.

Bele successfully balanced
between family, school and
work. Bele worked as an audi-
tor, which led a continuation
of an education to become a
certified public accountant. In
1991, Bele was promoted to the
position as an auditor super-
visor. In 2001, Bele graduated
from the Leadership Institute
of the Virginia Peninsula
Chamber of Commerce.

Recently, Bele was elected
to be the first female constitu-
tional officer.

Bele received tremendous
support, active campaign,
and contribution from both
instate and out of state includ-
ing Pittsburgh and Florida.

On Jan. 1, 2010, Bele was
commenced to the position of

Commissioner of Revenue.

As the Commissioner of
Revenue, Bele is responsible
for a variety of responsibility.
Her primary responsibility is
to access taxes adept for the
valuing properties and local
businesses such as restau-
rants. Bele and her team audit
to verify that the tax reports
are correct.

The Commissioner of Rev-
enue also provides DMV select
services, which include every-
thing for vehicles, buy or new.
These services entail all areas
offered at a regular DMV, but
without the line.

Another responsibility
taken upon by the revenue is
the preparation of income tax.
Bele resolves problems from
state income at the local level
because there is no local office
due to the departments state
budget cuts.

The responsibilities that
Bele undertakes include pri-
mary and secondary custom-
ers. The primary customers
are the tax payers, which

include the payment for
property tax. The secondary
customer include city coun-
selmen who are responsible
for the money spending for
the city, including police
fire station. Bele has to face
the challenge of balancing
the communication network
among these customers.

Bele and her team have to
take into consideration the
budget revenue assessment
on top of the auditing process
among reported taxes.

Bele believes that education
never stops. She has become
a major contributor to the
CNU community. Looking
at how CNU has been trans-
formed since her attendance
many years ago.

“I used to live in the
library, but I cannot compare
to how it is right now,” said
Bele.

“Although this is not to old
campus that I went to, Iam so
proud of the changes and the
expanded opportunity offer
today.” m




