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Sending gays mixed messages
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   It seems that we’re getting off 
to a shaky start these first couple 
months of 2010.  

Less than two months ago, Haiti 
was hit by a 7.0-magnitude earth-
quake, which devastated the coun-
try and its people.  Less than two 
weeks ago, on Feb. 27, Chile was 
victim of an 8.8-magnitude earth-
quake, the fifth worst since 1900, 
according to the New York Times, 
while two days ago, Monday, 
March 8, a 6.0-magnitude earth-
quake struck Turkey. 

 Despite the more powerful 
magnitude of Chile’s earthquake, 
it still did not come close to the 
devastation and destruction of 
Haiti’s, as Chile is known to be 
one of the most earthquake-ready 
nations in Latin America. The 
United States Geological Survey 
reports that the earthquake hit 
central Chile at 3:34 a.m., about 
200 miles southwest of Santiago, 
Chile’s capital. Nearly every home 
in the center of the city of Talca 
had been destroyed, leaving hun-
dreds of Chileans homeless and 
sleeping outside. The earthquake 
has killed more than 450 people, 
according to the Washington 
Post’s Web site, while the Chilean 
government has estimated a $4.8 
billion in reconstruction spend-
ing, according to Ivan Weissman 
and Rodrigo Orihuela of Business 
Week. Covered in the reconstruction costs are hospitals, with 
about $3.6 billion and $1.2 billion going towards roads, bridges 
and ports. 

President Michelle Bachelet of Chile has declared a “state of 
catastrophe” over the country, saying that the earthquake is 
“one of the worst tragedies in the last 50 years,” according to 
the New York Times. 

 However, Chile is no stranger to earthquakes, making the 
U.S. Geological Survey’s Historic World Earthquakes list six 
times since 2005. In fact, due to Chile’s popular seismic activity, 

many scientists are flocking to the country to gather informa-
tion on post-earthquake movements.  

 The quake not only made a devastating effect on Chile but 
a geographical one as well. According to Ben Brooks, a geolo-
gist at the University of Hawaii, the natural disaster shifted 
the continent. The Washington Post reports that Buenos Aires 
has moved four centimeters closer to Chile, while Concepcion, 
which is about 70 miles from the epicenter and is Chile’s second 
largest city, shifted three meters to the west. 

 Not only has the quake affected the entire continent of Latin 
America, but according to NASA, it has made lasting effects 

on our planet as well. According 
to the Web site, www.space.com, 
Richard Gross of NASA’s Jet Pro-
pulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, 
Cali f., the quake has caused 
the length of an Earth day to be 
shortened by 1.26 microseconds. 
Gross and colleagues have also 
found that the quake has moved 
Earth’s figure axis by approxi-
mately three inches. 

 It is important to note that the 
Earth’s figure axis is different 
from the north-south axis. The 
north-south axis spins around 
once every day, while the figure 
axis is the axis that balances 
Earth’s mass. 

 Ma ny of f icia ls predicted 
Chile’s earthquake to produce 
tsunamis in California, Hawaii, 
Japan and the Philippines, how-
ever, no reports of serious disas-
ter has affected these areas. 

 President Obama addressed 
the Chilean earthquake, stating 
that the United States is ready 
to offer aid in any rescue and 
recovery efforts. Despite Presi-
dent Bachelet’s declaration of a 
state of catastrophe, she has not 
requested any international assis-
tance, according to ABC News. 

 Much less devastating was 
the earthquake that hit Turkey 

on Monday, March 8, around 4:34 
a.m. about 340 miles from its capi-
tal, Ankara. According to USA 
Today, the earthquake has killed 

approximately 57 people, and injured about 100 others. Houses 
made from mud-brick had been destroyed in at least six villages 
across the country. 

 Despite the fact that it seems as if earthquakes are becom-
ing more frequent, seismologist Richard Luckett of the British 
Geological Survey has told the Associated Press that there 
hasn’t been an increase in global seismic activity. These recent 
disasters have simply received more attention because of the 
devastation they wrought on human life. As Luckett told the 
Associated Press, “The point is that earthquakes are common 
and always have been.” n
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Dichoto, a small town north of Concepcion on Chile’s Pacific coast, was devastated by the 8.8 quake in the early morning 
hours of last Saturday and then inundated by a tsunami.  A painting left behind lies on a bed of ruined houses, stores and 
vehicles. 

never inquiring into the sexual orientation of 
any current student or employee,” but retain 
excluding sexual orientation from the policy 
because it is “precisely coextensive with fed-
eral and state law.” 

Only time will tell how CNU will react to the 
recent changes and statements. Junior Cole 
Usry and Sophomore Shannon Rhoten started 
a Facebook page titled “CNU Opposed to 
Sexual Orientation” to show student opinion.  
Usry said that after only two days, the page 
has 534 fans. 

The Facebook page says, “We must stand up 
against discrimination and backwards think-
ing. We must let our legislators know that CNU 
is a campus that is open to all.”

Many are looking ahead to see which state 
will be the next to legalize gay marriage.  The 
issue has strong advocates and strong oppo-
nents, and is proving to be a slow revolution. 

“Gay marriage could definitely be legalized 
in all 50 states eventually, as long as we get 
the right people in legislation. We need to cut 
back on the conservative republicans, like Bob 
McDonnell, and vote more liberal candidates 
into legislature,” Alt said. n

by laurel manges
laurel.manges.08 @ cnu.edu

Polar changes regarding sexual orientation 
have occurred in Virginia and the District 
of Columbia. While D.C. legalized same-sex 
marriage, Virginia removed sexual orienta-
tion from its non-discrimination policy, which 
could directly affect CNU. 

On Mar. 3, D.C. put into effect the Religious 
Freedom and Civil Marriage Equality Amend-
ment Act of 2009, allowing same-sex couples to 
apply for marriage licenses.  The first couples 
were married Mar. 9 in D.C.

According to ABC News, Angelisa Young, 
47, and Sinjoyla Townsend, 41, was the first 
same-sex couple to be married after putting in 
the application Mar. 3.  Though they have been 
registered domestic partners for five years, 
marriage, to them, is different.

“We feel gratitude that we are being 
included,” Young said. “We have the legal 
right to love each other and to provide. I think 
everyone can understand that.” 

The act was authored by Councilman David 
Catania. Catania, who is gay himself, parted 
with the Republican Party in 2004 over the 
issue. 

“It is perfecting what ‘equal rights’ means. In 
D.C., we have stared down a monster and said, 
‘Not here.’ I was cautious about the national 
implications but we are the nation’s capital. 
And this is where people come to understand 
our democracy and to be a part of that under-
standing,” Catania said to ABC News. 

The District of Columbia, joining Connecti-
cut, Iowa, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and 
Vermont, became the sixth in the nation to 
legalize same-sex marriage. 

“Having the nation’s capital legalize gay 
marriage is amazing and is a huge step for-
ward for the country. This will set the stan-
dard and possibly spread it throughout the 50 
states. The legalization of gay marriage will 
affect so many people in a positive way while 
doing no harm to the people not affected,” 
Freshman Caitlin Alt said. 

ABC News reports that D.C. has felt little 
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Governor Bob McDonnell signed an executive order which removed sexual orientation from 
the Virginia Commonwealth  non-discrimination policy. This could affect college campuses 
statewide, allowing for the inquiry of sexial orientation of any current student or employee.  

widespread opposition to the change, though 
the National Organization for Marriage issued 
statements saying they will continue to fight. 

ABC reporter Mary Kathryn Burke also 
interviewed another couple married Tuesday 
about the support in D.C.

“It just feels like D.C. has this sense of sup-
port,” said Reggie Stanley, 50, who married his 
partner Rocky Galloway. “Gay, straight, black, 
white, Asian, young, old, it is the best of the 
best of D.C. First and foremost, this is about 
us as human beings and that we appreciate the 
diversity among us. We are in a country built 
on respect and love and responsibility.” 

Same-sex marriage will have other impli-
cations for D.C. Lee Badgett of the Williams 
Institute at UCLA told ABC News she expects 
about 1,900 couples to marry.  Each couple is 
expected to spend about $10,000 a piece, bring-
ing in around $19 million for D.C.  

“D.C. pretty much has a lock on the south. 
All the same-sex couples below the Mason-
Dixon line have nowhere else to go,” Badgett 
explained. 

The Williams Institute also estimated that 
the influx in tourism from couples seeking to 
marry will create about 700 jobs though hospi-
tality personnel and government employees. 

Virginia, however, may be headed in the 
opposite direction.  On Feb. 5, Gov. Bob McDon-
nell signed an executive order that, according 
to MSNBC’s Rachel Maddow, “rescinds Execu-
tive Order Number One (2006), Equal Oppor-
tunity, issued by Governor Timothy Kaine on 
Jan. 14, 2006.” 

Kaine’s original order prevented discrimi-
nation for state workers based on sexual orien-
tation, among others. 

The order now prohibits discrimination “on 
the basis of race, sex, color, national origin, 
religion, age, political affiliation, or against 
otherwise qualified persons with disabilities.” 
McDonnell’s changes clearly omit sexual orien-
tation from the list, allowing it to be a reason 
for firing or discrimination.

“Nine days after Obama’s State of the Union 
address, McDonnell declared by Executive 
Order that it is legal in the Commonwealth of 
Virginia for anyone who works for the state 
to be fired only because they are gay,” Rachel 
Maddow said on her MSNBC show.

How do these changes affect CNU?  The 
current non-discrimination policy on campus 
includes sexual orientation, added by a vote 
from the Board of Visitors on Feb. 26, 2007.

On Mar. 4, however, Attorney General Ken 
Cuccinelli wrote a letter published by the state 
concerning the effects of McDonnell’s changes 
on state universities.  

“It is my advice that the law and public 
policy of the Commonwealth of Virginia pro-
hibit a college or university from including 
sexual orientation…as a protected class within 
its non-discrimination policy,” Cuccinelli 
writes. 

Cuccinelli points out that under Code 
23.49.24 of Virginia, a state university’s head 
is technically the Governor.  Therefore, Vir-
ginia’s public universities are always subject 
to the control of the General Assembly because 
their power cannot exceed that which created 
it. 

“Any college or university that has [included 
sexual orientation] has acted without proper 
authority. I would advise the Boards of each 
college to take appropriate actions to bring 
their policies in conformance with the law and 
public policy of Virginia,” Cuccinelli said. 

In 2004 at CNU, before sexual orientation 
was added to the non-discrimination policy, 
the Provost backed the General Assembly. 

In a statement to the Board of Visitors on 
June 11, 2004, he urged the University to con-
tinue its policy of “zero tolerance for harass-
ment on any basis and its current practices of 

“We feel gratitude that we are being 
included...We have the legal right 
to love each other and to provide. 
I think everyone can understand 
that.”

Angelisa Young

Earthquakes hit Chile and Turkey 
Despite the greater magnitude of the earthquake in Chile, the country recieved much less damage than Haiti. As one of the 
most quake-ready nations, Chile’s president has declared a state of catastrophe, but has not asked for international help. 


